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BRAIN INJURY AWARENESS MONTH 

2008 

A PROCLAMATIOI\ 

BY THE GO VERI\ OR OF THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

WHEREAS, brain injury is a serious, national public health epidemic affecting at least 5.3 million 
Americans; and 

WHEREAS, about 20,000 service members from the wars in J:raq and Afghanistan have been 
diagnosed with or have shown signs of brain injury; and 

WHEREAS, North Carolina has approximately I 00,000 active military personnel; and 

WHEREAS. Fort Bragg, Fayeneville. North Carolina, houses one of the nation's Defense and 
Veterans Brain Injury Centers, multi-site clinical care, clinical research and education centers for brain 
injury supported by the Department of Defense; and 

WHEREAS, in the State of North Carolina more than 5,000-citizens were hospitalized for TBI in 
2004. and the average cost per day of hospital care was more than $4,500; and 

WHEREAS, prevention is the only known cure; and 

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and 
Substance Abuse Services as lead agency in our state's efforts to coordinate treatment for victims of this 
injury, and who, in partnership with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Health 
Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), the Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center (DVBIC). 
the Brain Injury Association of America. and the Brain Injury Association of North Carolina. will strive 
to increase brain injury awareness, thus making prevention and safety measures part of the American 
culture in an effort to decrease the number of brain injuries; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MICHAEL F. EASLEY, Governor of the State of North Carolina, do 
hereby proclaim the month of March 2008, as ·'BRAIN INJURY AWARENESS MONTH" in North 
Carolina and call upon our citizens and interested groups to observe the month with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities that promote awareness of and prevention of traumatic brain injuries. 

Carol ina at 
of the lndcpEmdenc 

, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed d1c great Seal of the State of North 
this twenty-sixth day of February in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second. 


